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faction of human feelings, except as he can foresee; provision and pre- 
vision are inseparable. Intelligence, to be a means of action and feeling, 
ought therefore to be first of all a means of knowledge and to have a 
truth-value. If, as we ourselves have maintained, theoretical knowledge 
and practical efficiency are in direct ratio with each other, or rather are 
one and the same thing under two aspects, that is no reason for denying 
the cognitive side of ideas" (p. 288). 

The notices of Bergson are widely scattered through the volume, and 
are generally without mention of his name. By far the most important is 
a long study of " intuitionalism " which occupies the last place in the 
work, and to which the remainder leads up as to a climax. Fouillee shows 
with admirable clearness what varied elements the intuition of Bergson 
embraces: the general consciousness of bodily life; the fleeting impression 
of the momentary state of mind; a confused and condensed memory; the 
spontaneous consciousness of one's own existence; introspection; sym- 
pathy; instinct; constructive imagination. And he proceeds to show 
how poor an organ of philosophy this many-sided faculty is; that instead 
of being superior to the scientific intellect it is altogether inferior to it; 
that instead of being above criticism, as giving us a direct revelation of 
the reality of ourselves and of other things, it stands in the utmost need 
of criticism from every point of view. 

Fouillee writes admirably. Though now an old man, he still retains 
the facility and grace of earlier years. There is little of the poet in him; 
but he gives occasional evidences of a flashing wit. One bon-mot is worth 
remembering : " The Chantecler of the poet claims that it is his morning 
song that causes the sun to rise ; the ' new philosophy of the sciences,' so 
close to pragmatism, attributes almost the same honor to its ' decrees ' ; 
it causes truth to rise." 



Theodore de Lacuna. 



Bryn Mawr College. 



Thought and Reality in Hegel's System. Gustavus Watts Cunningham. 
Cornell Studies in Philosophy, No. 8. New York: Longmans, Green, 
and Company. 1910. Pp. v + 150. 

This very readable monograph defends the thesis that Hegel's philos- 
ophy neither lends itself to the charge of " intellectualism," of equating 
things with mere abstract thought about things, nor justifies the many 
attempts made by his critics to define reality in irrational terms, as sheer 
immediacy over which thought can play superficially, but into whose heart 
thought can not penetrate. The author sees clearly that any such iden- 
tification of Hegel's philosophy with an abstract intellectualism, and the 
consequent appeal to the supposed immediacy of fact or feeling, rests upon 
a conception of thought which Hegel did his best to overcome. This non- 
Hegelian doctrine of thought, wrongly attributed to Hegel even by so 
sympathetic an interpreter as McTaggert, is the doctrine that "thought 
is a mediating activity among other mental processes — which bear to it 
an external relation" (p. 73). Whoever thus interprets Hegel's doctrine 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 501 

of thought will suppose, in view of his identification of thought and 
reality, that Hegel absurdly equates reality with the process of formal 
knowledge, that he transfers "the wealth of the factual world and the 
glory of it " into " the poverty of general principles and universal laws " 
(p. 85). Such an interpretation will also imply that in asserting the 
supremacy of the Notion, Hegel held, as McTaggert puts it, " that the 
highest activity of spirit, in which all others are transcended and swal- 
lowed up, is that of pure thought," that the legitimate activities of will 
and feeling are suppressed. Again, such an interpretation of Hegel's 
doctrine of thought makes it easy to ridicule the supposed transition from 
the logic to the world of nature and of mind, " the deduction of existential 
reality from abstract universals " (p. 67). Moreover, classic misconcep- 
tions of Hegel's account of negation rest at bottom upon attributing to 
him this false doctrine of thought. Haym's supposition that according to 
Hegel the essence of things consists in their being contradictory, the 
criticism of Trendelenburg that pure thought is always an affair of sheer 
identities and therefore can not involve any real opposition and negation, 
and McTaggert's contention that negation loses import as the dialectic 
advances, these views all rest on the supposition that " Thought " in 
Hegel's system is the thought of formal logic, always dealing with an 
external content. 

As against such an interpretation of Hegel's doctrine of thought, Dr. 
Cunningham holds that Hegel understands by the Notion " not abstract 
and formal cognition, but organized experience" (p. 71) ; that the apparent 
transition from the logic to nature and mind " was attempted for purely 
schematic purposes"; that the so-called transition is only a change in 
point of view because " the logic, the philosophy of nature and the philos- 
ophy of mind are only three points of view from which one organic whole 
is observed and interpreted" (p. 58). When thought is thus regarded 
as the whole life of mind, it is not so palpably vicious to hold that philos- 
ophy is the highest expression of spirit, since " philosophical knowledge 
always means more than mere abstract cognition; it is an immediacy 
which includes within itself the whole life of spirit" (p. 89). And such 
an account of thought makes it possible to hold that the individual is 
significant and unique, not because of any irrational immediacy, but 
through rational (not formal) definition. 

In the last chapter the author defends the interpretation of the 
Hegelian absolute as a self-conscious individual, differentiated from the 
world and from all finite existence precisely because " consciousness 
always demands a content from which it is differentiated" (p. 144). 

Dr. Cunningham rightly insists that the Phenomenology must be 
reckoned with as well as the Logic in the final interpretation of Hegel's 
philosophy. He might have added that the early theological writings 
are not without significance in estimating the drift of Hegel's doctrine 
of thought. 

Unquestionably an important motive in the contemporary revival of 
Hegel studies, of which this monograph is an important symptom, is the 
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belief that Hegel's attempt to deepen the concept of thought is highly 
significant for us to-day when so much of our philosophy is drifting 
either towards an irrationalism or a realistic doctrine of consciousness, 
remote from the real life of thought. 

George P. Adams. 
Harvard University. 
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